Foreword 


It is almost inconceivable that the United States required a period of 
64 years Wo replace the foreign coin in circulation with United States 
coin. In spite of the United States Mint being continuously in produc- 
tion from its establishment in 1793, it is hard to realize that the final 
elimination of foreign coin from cifculation in the United States was 
not accomplished until 1857. One has often wondered how gold and 


